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Letter From the Manse

Most of us are not able to attend the Yorkshire Synod. The
following is an extract from the Moderator’s report to the
Synod on March 2017:
Many researchers into Christianity have painted the way
the Church in the UK is transforming - John Drane, William
Easum and Lucy Forster-Smith have described how
organised Christianity might ‘look like.’ Within the next ten
years. It is foreseen that the following expressions of
Church will be evident;
· Worship will focus on the experiences of God, rather
than learning about God.
· The socalled ‘unchurched’ is a growing segment of
society who need to experience the ‘presence of
God’ in their lives.
· Some churches will develop as ‘sanctuaries’ for
those favourable towards Christianity and Christian
values as the tide of secularism gathers momentum.
· Mission programmes will increasingly be aimed at
outreach to the ‘unchurched,’ rather than the
maintenance of current membership.
· Small support/home groups will proliferate.
· By 2020, a significant percentage of the young will
draw their main religious experience from the internet.
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· Islam will continue to be the fastestgrowing religion
worldwide…and Christians will need a far greater
understanding of this faith.
· Some denominations will split as a result of deep
differences in Biblical interpretation and lifestyle
practice.
· Large growing Churches will become increasingly
more multicultural and theologically conservative.
· The only large traditional churches will be places for
tourism, pilgrimage and the big services of the year.
· We continue to provide ‘safe spaces’ where people
can grow through asking questions and sharing
doubts without fear, where their experience of God
does not fit into any orthodox / conservative understanding.
· There will be a need for small congregations for
worship, witness and service which relate to their
community, rather than a gathered congregation
· The latest technology will be exploited ever more
aggressively, with the whole of Church Life enriched
with multi-media and different platforms of
communication.
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· Caféstyle worship, messy church, pioneering ministries,
Taize groups and so on, will move from the periphery to
be part of the diversity of the Church.
· Denominational structures become more and more
important to those keeping the show on the road, whilst
rapidly losing any relevance or importance in people’s
lives.

And what is the relevance of all this for us? If we can’t see it, or
are prepared to ignore it - then there is no future. Grasp the
hand of our Lord Jesus and the future’s bright. The future’s
Christ. I know we don’t want to be the generation that put the
lights out and locked the door. But when I say that it is not our
buildings or way of being Church that I mean – they can be
changed, closed, moved or reformed – it is the kingdom of God
that we seek and serve, and that will prevail.
Kevin Watson
Moderator
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Heath
Pulpit list
Heath URC, Free School Lane. 10.30am
August 2017
6 Rev Daphne Hull
13 Mrs Jane Simmons
20 Rev John Jenkinson - Communion
27 Mrs Juliet Foster
Activities in August
Tuesday 15 August - 10.30am – Community Coffee Club
Weekly Events
Monday
9.30am
2.00pm
5.45pm
6.30pm
Friday
7.00pm
7.30pm

Toddlers (term time only)
Sing for Fun – Singing Group
Beaver Scouts 5-8yrs
Cub Scouts 8-10yrs
Scouts 10-14yrs
Explorer Scouts
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August 2017
Pulpit Supply
Aug. 6th
Mr. Allan Jowett
Aug.. 13th
Rev. John Jenkinson
Aug. 20th
Mrs. Juliet Foster
Aug. 27th
Mr. Peter Oates
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New Providence
Pulpit Supply
August
6th –
13th –
20th –
27th –

Sue Lees-Wolfenden
Juliet Foster (Communion)
Alison Dobson
TBA

New Providence
Diary
August
Brownies at New Providence on Summer Break back in
September
Boys Brigade & Girls Association at the Carlton Centre
on Summer Break back in September
Tuesday's – 5.00pm - Garden Gang (weather permitting)
Monday 28th – 7.30pm - New Provi Circle
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A Revelation

My eyes have been opened. I recently found out that all the
jobs in church are carried out by real people. For years I
turned up at church thinking some magic was responsible
for everything done behind the scenes. You can see such
things as communion, music, making coffee etc being
carried out but who finds the preachers? Who deals with
maintenance and grounds? Who contacts synod? Someone must deal with Reform too.
How do we get information from Churches Together? from
Christian Aid? Who deals with the manses? Who looks for
subjects for mission such as Community Nurse, debt counselling, Asylum seekers? Who takes items from the church
to the Drop-in centre? Who organizes lettings of our buildings? and when do they actually do these things?
I now realize that all these tasks and many more, are
performed by “the few” at each church when I could be
offering to help ease their load and it wouldn’t cost me
much in time at all. I may be a bit on the old side but that
shouldn’t stop me from being active in my own church. I
could offer to do a bible reading, help to wash up, welcome
visitors, and importantly, say thank you to all those who are
working without thought of reward because they want to be
a part of the church and help in it’s administration.
Perhaps, like me, your eyes could be opened too. Meanwhile, would you mind thinking about some small task you
could do which in fact, would be a bigger help than you
might think..
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SENIORS UNDER ATTACK
This is happening right here in our own country!
We must stop this immediately
Have you noticed that stairs are getting steeper? Groceries
are heavier, and, everything is further away, and you know,
people are less considerate now, especially the young
ones. They speak in whispers all the time! If you ask them
to speak up they just keep repeating, endlessly mouthing
the same silent message until they’re red in the face! What
do they think I am, a lip reader?
I also think they are much younger than I was at the same
age. On the other hand, people my own age are so much
older than I am. I ran into an old friend the other day and
she has aged so much that she didn’t even recognise me,
I got to thinking about the poor dear while I was combing my
hair this morning, and in doing so, I glanced at my own
reflection well, REALLY NOW – even mirrors are not made
the way they used to be! Another thing, everyone drives so
fast these days! You’re risking life and limb if you happen to
pull onto the freeway in front of them. All I can say, is their
brakes must wear out awfully fast, the way I see them
screech and swerve in my rear-view mirror.
Clothing manufacturers are less civilised these days. Why
else would they suddenly start labelling a size 32 waisted
pant as 40? Do they think no one notices?
The people who make bathroom scales are pulling the
same prank. Do they think I actually “believe” the number I
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see on the dial? HA! I would never let myself weigh that
much! Just who do these people think they’re fooling? I’d
like to call up someone in authority to report what’s going
on – but the Telephone Company is in on the conspiracy
too: they’ve printed the phone books in such small type that
no one could ever find a number in there!
All I can do is pass along this warning: WE ARE UNDER
ATTACK! Unless something drastic happens, pretty soon
everyone will have to suffer these awful indignities. And
don’t forget …. God gave you toes as a device for finding
furniture in the dark. And …. If God wanted us to pop out
of bed in the morning ,he would have had us sleep in
toasters.
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Smiling is Infectious
Smiling is infectious
You catch it like the flue
When someone smiled at me today
I started smiling too
I walked around the corner
And someone saw me grin
When he smiled I realised
I had passed it onto him
I thought about the smile
And then realised its worth
A single smile like mine
Could travel round the earth
So if you feel a smile begin
Don’t leave it undetected
Start an epidemic
And get the world infected

11

THE FLOOD [from a talk given at New Hope]
When I am taking a service on a Sunday, readings and hymns
are sorted out early in the week, but Friday is sermon writing
day. Usually it starts early in the morning, but for reasons you
will come to understand in a minute. It did not get done until
later in the day on that Friday, A few hours after it was
completed, I thought, ‘No. It is too personal’ and set about
preparing another one – not very good either! I sent the first
version to a friend and asked her opinion. She said, ‘Use it!’ I
was still doubtful until my quiet time on the Sunday morning;
there was something in the notes which convinced me I should
use it. Here it is!
I started by reading some of the verses which I had read at
the beginning of this service. I will sing of the LORD'S great
love forever; with my mouth I will make your faithfulness known
through all generations. I will declare that your love stands firm
forever, that you established your faithfulness in heaven itself.
[Psalm 89.1, 2] Friday was a real day of challenge for me. I got
up just after 6 to discover that I had to paddle across the
bathroom. I had no idea where the water was coming from and
knew that I was unlikely to be able to turn if off outside
because I was not strong enough. I did try! The fact that the
Lord loved me was the farthest thing from my mind at that
stage……but He showed that he did by providing me with an
unexpected helper.
As I was struggling with the stop tap outside, I heard the
milkman arrive with our milk, so I asked him if he would use his
superior strength on the stop tap. Like me, he could not move
it, but he asked where the leak was. I told him it was the
bathroom – to cut a long story short, he was able to turn a valve
under one of the taps, stop the leak but leave the water on in
the rest of the house. I gave him a hug! When the milkman left,
I did feel able to thank God. Then the stress really set in. Paul
wrote to the Romans: Do not let sin control the way you live;
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do not give in to sinful desires. [6.12] Feeling as stressed as I
was is sinful; I was forgetting that, in all things, God is there. Do
not let stress control the way you live. In between mopping up
water in the kitchen – which is below the bathroom and was
even more affected by the water – I lay down on my bed to
de-stress myself. I could manage it for about 5 minutes at a
time.
I measured up the freezer, which had reacted badly to having
a bath. We had problems getting one to fit 25 years ago so I
doubted if I would be able to get one now. I got Antony to put
the microwave into the car so I could drop it off on my way to
Curry's. Little did I know that God had gone before me to
Curry's! He pointed me to a young assistant who was really
lovely with a very tense old lady. An identical microwave was
found and then, believe or not, a freezer which would just slot
into the space in my kitchen.
The day got better and better. Yorkshire Water were really kind
and told me that I could ring them at any time of the day or night
if something like this happened again. The plumber came and
repaired the leak and talked to me about how to work the stop
tap. Someone else who was really lovely with a tense old lady.
Another verse from Romans came to me as I lay on my bed
(yet again!): You are now ashamed of the things you used to
do, things that end in eternal doom. [6.21] I was ashamed as I
thought of how the day had panned out, how the things about
which I was worried had melted away. Peace settled over me
and I was able to rejoice again.
Blessed are those who have learned to acclaim you, who walk
in the light of your presence, O LORD. They rejoice in your
name all day long; they exult in your righteousness. For you are
their glory and strength. Indeed, our shield belongs to the
LORD, our king to the Holy One of Israel. [Psalm 89. 15-18]
Juliet Foster
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Answers

August 2017
Solution
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Aug. 6th

Rev. Daphne Hull

Aug. 13th

Mrs. Jane Simmons

Aug. 20th

Rev. John Jenkinson

Aug. 27th

Mrs Juliet Foster

Aug. 6th

Mr. Allan Jowett

Aug. 13th

Rev. John Jenkinson

Aug. 20th

Mrs. Juliet Foster

Aug. 27th

Mr. Peter Oates

Aug. 6th

Sue Lees-Wolfenden

Aug. 13th

Mrs. Juliet Foster

Aug. 20th

Mrs. Alison Dobson

Aug. 27th

TBA
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“Why didn't you tell me your relatives
were coming for the holidays”

“Turning the Church around”

Useful Numbers
Mrs J Simmons (Heath)
365355
Mr D Truswell (New Hope)
883908
Mrs S Wolfenden (New Providence)
244402
Heath URC.
www.heathchurchhalifax.org.uk
Providence URC.
www.providencechurchovenden.org.uk
URC web site:
www.urc.org.uk
Yorkshire Synod
www.urcyorkshire.org.uk
Robert Brook (editor) robertbrook@sky.com 07811535832

September Deadline
All contribution need to be in by Friday 11th August
please. These can be either handed in to your church
reps or stop press direct to the editor
at:robertbrook@sky.com
Late submissions may not be inserted.
Thank you.
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