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Letter from the Manse
'God grant me serenity to accept things I cannot change'
Through my daughters and the Jane Elizabeth School of Ballet I have been involved in many shows.
One of these shows saw my daughter dancing to the Michael
Ball song 'Someone Else's Dream. At the end of the performance there was not a dry eye in the theatre, and I still
often wonder if it was her dancing (I like to think it was) or was it
because they could all relate to the words of the song.
In our youth we have all at sometime dreamt of being someone else or
doing things that others were doing or have done. We have all at some
point felt the need for change in our lives.

And now as the years have passed and life seems to be
rushing by at a fast pace, often leaving us filled with a feeling
of despair and frustration, let us take a minute.
A minute to think of all the things that have happened in our
lives, the good, the bad, the heartaches, all those awkward
moments.
And as we think of these we begin to remember how we
struggled to accept occurrences in our lives that we couldn't
change, no matter how much we wanted to or how hard we
tried.
Life itself throws us many curve balls, and no matter what we
have planned or what direction we see our path going, life
itself has a different plan for us.
God is leading us along the path he wants us to take.
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Letter from the Manse

God is making us think of those milestones and awkward moments, for when things go wrong, and we get to the end of our
tether and think everything is over, it is then that we turn to
God for comfort and guidance.
For it is with God's love and guidance that we are able to
bounce back from those occurrences, that our resilience grows
and we become stronger.
With God in our lives we learn that we don't need to have
'Someone Else's Dream' because with His love and care we
can face life whatever it throws at us or wherever it leads us.
God grant me the serenity
to accept the things I cannot change;
courage to change the things I can;
and wisdom to know the difference.
Living one day at a time;
enjoying one moment at a time;
accepting hardships as the pathway to peace;
taking, as He did, this sinful world
as it is, not as I would have it;
trusting that He will make all things right
if I surrender to His Will;
that I may be reasonably happy in this life
and supremely happy with Him
forever in the next.
Amen.
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Heath
Pulpit list
Heath URC, Free School Lane. 10.30am
August 2018
5 Rev Daphne Hull
12 Mrs Jane Simmons – This will be a shorter service
followed by a Church Meeting
19 Rev Justine Wyatt - Communion
26 Rev John Jenkinson

Activities in August
Sunday 12 August – Church Meeting after morning
worship.
Tuesday 21 August - 10.30am - Community Coffee
Morning

Weekly Events
Monday
9.15am
2.00pm
5.45pm
6.30pm
Friday
7.00pm
7.30pm

Toddlers (term time only)
Sing for Fun – Singing Group
Beaver Scouts 5-8yrs
Cub Scouts 8-10yrs
Scouts 10-14yrs
Explorer Scouts

4

Pu�pit Supp�y
AUGUST 2018
Aug. 5th Mr. A�an Jowett
Aug. 12th Mr. David Truswe��
Aug. 19th Rev John Jenkinson
Aug. 26th T.B.A.

Friendship Hour at 2.30pm from September
We meet on the second and fourth Wednesdays most
months to enjoy each others company. Why not come
a�ong ear�ier at 2.15pm for a cup of tea coffee and biscuits
and meet new friends.
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Replace your worry with hope.
And fulfil your hope with action.
Send positive thoughts to your most troubling situation.
Soon you'll find yourself starting to act on those thoughts.
Instead of worrying about the worst that could happen,
Allow yourself to hope for the best that can happen.
in your mind, make the most positive outcome real.
Hope for the best, with passion, conviction and faith.
For when you do, you'll begin to see real,
Workable ways to get there.
There is no situation so desperate that it cannot be
turned around.
Always, there is a place and a purpose for hope.
Hope for the best, and let that hope push you forward.
With hope in your heart, you're well on your way.
unknown
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Re: The Letter From the Manse (last Month)
In the URC we have a classical system decline fed by the three
P’s.
P1.

PEOPLE: These are the life blood that keep the Church going,
or just going. The people put lots of energy or as much as they
can but we get diminishing returns because fewer and fewer
other people benefit from the effort. These people fight to
maintain an outmoded status quo. It must be outmoded since
congregations are diminishing (look at Church attendance
statistics on Google)

P2.

PROPERTY: Every Sunday teens of people congregate in a
barn sized building , built to house scores of people. On some
Sundays a Church meeting can take place but in a much
smaller room with space for more – what a waste of effort
maintaining all this asset for so few people. Are we just doing
this for the pension fund? There isn’t much mission in painting
walls.

P3.

PREACHING and PRAISING: It is conventional to have a
resident Minister speaking to us for 15 minutes on Sunday
mornings interspersed with a few Victorian and pre-victorian
(keep the flag flying in the British Empire) Hymns, and put up
with your lot in life Hymns because “there’s a better home
awaiting in the sky Lord in the sky”. People don’t go for this
type of sentiment now.
Remedy, sell off all the under used Church Buildings which will
have fallen down before congregations grow to fill them and
build or rent modern premises which are multi-functional. Any
other ideas?

Mike Riley
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Pulpit Supply
August

5th….Mr. John Brooksbank
12th….Mrs. Sylvia Wright
19th….Mr. Kenneth Lees-Wolfenden (Communion)
26th….T.B.A.

New Providence
Diary
August
Tuesday's – 5.00pm Garden Gang
Friday's – 6.30pm Brownies at New Providence
Wednesday 15th – 7.30pm Secretaries / Treasurer's Meeting
Thursday 16th – 7.30pm Long March Meeting
Monday 27th

- 7.30pm New Provi Circle
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In a speaking of manna

Numbers (poem number 4)

“We’re fed up with this manna,” said the Israelites to
Moses,
“Can’t you find us something better for a change?
It might be quite nutritious, but would you ask Jehovah
If He could just extend his menu range?”
“Sometimes we cast our minds back to our days as slaves
in Egypt,
We always had a lamb to roast or boil;
Now all we have for dinner is this ghastly stuff called
manna
Which tastes like bread that’s soaked in olive oil.”
“When we lives by the Nile, we had fish ad infinitum.
A single fillet now would be a treat.
We miss our water melons, our onions and our garlic,
And how we long for a bit of meat.”
So Moses, sensing trouble, sent a prayer up to Jehovah.
“The stress is getting to me, Lord,” he said,
“Since caring for these people is causing so much agro
I sometimes really wish that I were dead.”
“We can’t have this talk, Moses,” said God, “I’ll take some
action.
Pick out some men; three score and ten will do.
Then I will come upon them and fill them with my Spirit;
In leadership, they’ll be a help to you.”
“Concerning the remainder and their moaning over diet,
Tomorrow, tell them there will be some meat.
Not just for the one day, but for many weeks to follow –
Though this is all they will have to eat.”
“Impossible,” said Moses, “If we had but sheep and cattle,
To butcher them would take all day, not hours.
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Remember we are feeding six hundred thousand
people.”
“You wait,” said God, “and I’ll show you my powers.”
Next day their whole campsite with flocks of quails
heaved.
Between the tents and on the land around
More and more came flying and settled among them
So closely packed one could not see the ground.
People started catching quail and preparing them for
cooking.
Great clouds of feathers rose into the sky.
Out there in the wilderness, of course they had no
freezers,
So spare birds they hung in the sun to dry.
But, just as God had promised, this was all they had to
live on,
Eating quail until it came out of their ears.
Then many of the people contracted Salmonella,
The greatest blow that that they had known for years.
They knew that this was punishment. So many fatal
cases.
The dead were buried. Graves marked with a stone.
[If they had not craved meat but been satisfied with
manna]
The place was then as Graves of Craving known.
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ARE YOU SITTING COMFORTABLY
I suspect that much of today’s radio listening is done on the
move. People listen to the radio in their cars and via a
range of mobile phones and portable devices, whilst out
and about – travelling to and from work, walking or jogging
etc. How different it was years ago when, during the
evenings, we sat as families around our ‘wirelesses’ - just
as we sit watching the television these days. Of course,
during the daytime, some radio programmes would lend
themselves to accompanying other tasks - like Housewives’
Choice and Two Way Family Favourites. I wonder how
many of you can remember listening to the latter, while
mum cooked the roast dinner and dad read the Sunday
papers?

The reason I mention this is because I have just read a
book by Simon Elmes entitled, Hello Again…Nine decades
of radio voices, which has brought back many personal
memories of listening to the radio during the late 40’s and
50’s – perhaps the golden age of radio! These were the
days before television became the staple entertainment diet
of the nation.
My most enduring memories are of the many comedy
programmes that filled the airways – programmes that
lightened the austerity of the post war years. Take it from
Here was first broadcast on the Light Programme in 1948.
The well known comedian, Jimmy Edwards, was joined by
the Australian comedian, Dick Bentley, and by Joy Nichols.
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In 1953, Joy Nichols left and was replaced by June Whitfield and many of us will never forget her opening words,
‘Oh…Ron,’ in the weekly cameo of the Glum family. Her
fiancé, Ron, played by Dick Bentley, was far from the
macho stereotype Australian of the Crocodile Dundee films
of later years! My only recollection of Much Binding in the
Marsh, a sitcom based on an imaginary R.A.F. base, is of
the gentle opening and closing music sung by its stars
Kenneth Horne and Richard Murdoch - who did the, ‘tiddlyum pom pom,’ bit. The former went onto have great success in the sixties with his iconic comedy series, Round the
Horne. Broadcast in the 50’s, Life with the Lyons, was
unusual because the stars were a real life American family
who had settled in England during the war. Ben Lyon and
Bebe Daniels were accompanied by their children, Barbara
and Richard, though the star of the show was, undoubtedly,
Mollie Weir who played their Scottish housekeeper, Aggie.
Ted Ray’s series, Ray’s a laugh, started in 1949 and costarred Kitty Bluett. I recall, vividly, Ted’s continuity lines
such as, ‘Here’s the door, I’ll go in.’ At that time, Ted’s sister
worked as cashier alongside my father in a fish shop in
Hoylake, Wirral, and Ted used to call in to see her.
Young people today would be surprised to discover that
another popular series of the 50’s involved a ventriloquist
and his dummy – on the radio! Peter Brough and his
dummy, Archie Andrews, starred in, Educating Archie,
through much of the 50’s. I think the success of the series
lay, not in the quality of the ventriloquism which, of course,
could not be seen, but in the sound of Archie’s voice which,
ideally, suited that of a mischievous young boy. Tony
Hancock, Max Bygraves and Julie Andrews all took part in
the series in their early show business days. Another series
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involving a mischievous young boy, which I had totally
forgotten about until I read Simon Elmes’ book, was, The
Clitheroe Kid, which started broadcasting in 1957. The star
was Jimmy Clitheroe, a diminutive adult who, apparently,
dressed up as a boy for the studio recordings in order to get
into character! Simon Elmes observes that Jimmy found
the often thoughtless attitudes of people in those days to
someone of his unusual size difficult to handle. He died,
after some personal tragedies, at the early age of 51yrs
from an overdose. The inquest verdict was accidental
death.
I have deliberately kept my favourite comedy programme
until last. It took me some time to understand the anarchic,
Goon Show, but, once I ‘got’ it, I was hooked! The early
shows involved Spike Milligan, Peter Sellers, Harry
Secombe and Michael Bentine but the latter left after the
first two years. (You may remember his later BAFTA award
winning television series, It’s a square world! ) Along with
the rest of the nation, I waited, patiently, each week for
Bluebottle to utter those immortal words, ‘He’s fallen in the
water!’ The two jokes I recall most vividly are:
1. The cold war inspired episode when the dramatic
observation was made, ‘Natasha will never walk the streets
again! ’ Cue loud musical chord and the chorused question,
‘Why?’ Answer – ‘Because she’s bought a motor scooter! ’
2. Neddy Seagoon declares, ‘I’ll join the navy! ’ Cue at
least 5 minutes of the Radio Orchestra raucously playing
snatches from almost every seafaring tune imaginable –
Anchors Away, I’ll join the navy, Popeye the Sailor Man,
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The Sailors’ Hornpipe, etc – at the end of which Seagoon
announces, ‘No I won’t, I’ll join the army instead – it’s too
damn noisy in the navy!’
Of course, broadcasting in the post war years was far from
restricted to comedy. By January 1957, Any Questions had
notched up its 300th edition and programmes like Woman’s
Hour and Book at Bedtime had become enduring jewels in
BBC Radio’s crown. Even the Shipping Forecast became
a national institution! How many of us can still recite the
magical names of those shipping areas around our coast –
Fair Isle, Dogger, Viking, Forties, Cromarty, German Bight
etc? In 1946, a quiz show was launched which built up an
audience of over 20 million – far outnumbering anything
that Chris Tarrant could muster for his famous television
show, Who wants to be a millionaire? The host was one
Wilfred Pickles. (Earlier, in his broadcasting career, this
broad speaking Yorkshire man had caused no small upset
when, in 1941, he was chosen to read the news. His
Yorkshire accent was so far removed from the ‘cut glass’
pronunciation used by other newsreaders it caused outrage
among some listeners.) The show was called, Have a go,
Joe, and Wilfred was accompanied by his wife, Mable, who
sat, ‘at the table’. The top prize was a guinea (one pound
one shilling or, in today’s money, £1.05) and, to reach these
dizzy heights, contestants had to answer four questions
with the prize money ratcheting up from an initial half a
crown (two shillings and sixpence – today, 12 and a half
pence). Piano accompaniment was by Violet Carson who
also worked on Children’s Hour and Women’s Hour - before
taking on the television role of the formidable Ena Sharples
in Coronation Street.
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Drama was also a feature of 40s and 50s radio broadcasting.
To date, the longest running drama in the world, The Archers,
commenced broadcasting in 1950. Dan and Doris were the
central characters of the original cast, though they have long
since died. If you are old enough, you may remember the
demise of Phil’s wife, Grace, in a fire – an event that shook
the nation and that marked a spectacular coup for the BBC in
1955! Before The Archers took to the air, we listened, along
with 15 million others, to Dick Barton, Special Agent. We also
let our imaginations run riot with Journey into Space, written
and produced by Charles Chiltern. The eerie voice at the
beginning was that of David Jacobs and the cast included
Andrew Faulds as Jet Morgan and David Kossof as Lemme,
though he was later replaced by Alfie Bass - both of whom
switched, effortlessly, to television in subsequent years.
My reminiscences have covered only a small fraction of the
nine decades of radio voices Simon Elmes writes about in his
fascinating book, which traces the history of BBC
broadcasting from its early, tentative days to the modern era.
If you are, or have been, a radio listener at any time in the
past or present, you are bound to find something of interest
within its pages.
Alan Jones

Simon Elmes’ book, Hello Again…Nine decades of radio
voices, is published as a paperback by Arrow Books,
Random House Press.
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New beginnings
New Providence
New Hope
Friends
Heath
Halifax Group
Luddenden
Heather
Martin
Foot
Treetops
Manses
Joint
Preacher
Service
John
Wesley
Nurse
New
Hymn
Book
When all the words have been found work out the message with the
left over letters
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THE DIETER'S PRAYER
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down and do press-ups
He giveth me sodium-free bread.
He restoreth my waistline.
And leadeth me past the fridge and biscuit tin for my own
sake.
He maketh me partake of green beans. cabbage and
cauliflower…….instead of pot noodles and pies.
He leadeth me past the chip shop and doughnut stalls.
Yea, though I pass through the toffee shop. I shall not be
tempted,
For thou art with me. Thou preparest a diet in the face of
my enemies.
Thou anointest my salad with low-fat dressing.
My cup shall not overflow.
Surely wholemeal bread and fat free spread will follow me
all the days of my life,
I shall not eat crisps, chocolate, biscuits or anything
fattening,
And I will endure the pains of hunger for ever and ever.
AMEN.

Tiny creatures that live in your closet and sew
your clothes a little bit tighter every night
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Crossword Clues
Across
1. Father in Aramaic.(4)
4. It usually follows beatification. (8)
8. A sign of the zodiac. (6)
9. The prayer of “----access” is said prior to receiving communion.(6)
10. Part of a church. (4)
11. “Let us, with a -------- mind, praise the Lord, for he is kind”. (8)
13. Worn by a bishop around his neck. (8,5)
16. Joseph's little brother. (8)
19. Lot's wife was turned into a pillar of this. (4)
20. Loins seem to be frequently thus ! (6)
22. “And the four and ------ elders, which sat before God on their
seats, fell upon their faces, and worshipped God.” Revelations. (6)
23. SAD :- “-------- Affective Disorder”. (8)
24. What St David advised the Welsh, on the eve of battle with the
Saxons, to wear in their caps to distinguish friend from foe. (4)
Down
2. Show disrespect for God or sacred things. (9)
3. “Most blessed, most glorious, the ------- of Days”. (7)
4. Term for the leaves of an herb still attached to the stem. (5)
5. Abraham's older son. (7)
6. “For a righteous man falls seven -----, and rises again.” Proverbs
(5)
7. “And the ---, and the night hawk, and the cuckoo, and the hawk
after his kind.” Leviticus (3)
12. Oklahoma state floral emblem and only native British plant with
white berries. (9)
14. Ninth and holiest month of the Islamic lunar calendar. (7)
15. Bertrand -------, famous philosopher, historian, logician and
mathematician.(7)
17. According to the the Gospel of John, the disciple who carried
the disciples' money bag. (5)
18. Province of South Africa, so called because it was first reached
by Vasco da Gama at Christmas. (5)
21.“He casteth forth his--like morsels: who can stand before his cold
?” Psalms (3)
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CAN YOU FIND THE 15 DIFFERENCES BETWEEN
THE 2 PICTURES
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Answers
Crossword
Across 1. Abba 4. Saintdom 8. Cancer 9. Access 10. Apse 11.
Gladsome 13. Pectoral Cross16. Benjamin 19. Salt 20. Girded 22.
Twenty 23. Seasonal 24. Leek
Down 2. Blaspheme 3. Ancient 4. Sprig 5. Ishmael 6. Times 7. Owl
12. Mistletoe 14. Ramadan 15. Russell 17. Judas 18. Natal 21. Ice

Norma’s Wordsearch
We welcome our new Minister and her Husband also our District
Nurse to the Group.

There’s plenty more fish
in the sea…..
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GROUP CALENDAR

Date

Time

Place

What’s on

Sun. Aug. 12th after morning worship Heath Church meeting
Wed Aug. 15th 7.30pm
New Providence Secretaries/
Treasurer’s Meeting
Thu. Aug. 16th 7.30pm
New Providence Long March
Meeting
Tue. Aug. 21st 10.30am Heath
Community coffee morning
Mon. Aug. 27th 7.30pm New Providence New Provi Circle
. .
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Aug.

5th

Rev Daphne Hull

Aug.

12th

Mrs. Jane Simmons

Aug.

19th

Rev Justine Wyatt

Aug.

26th

Rev John Jenkinson

Aug.

5th

Mr. Alan Jowett

Aug.

12th

Mr. David Truswell

Aug.

19th

Mr. Rev John Jenkinson

Aug.

26th

T.B.A.

Aug.

5th

Mr. John Brooksbank

Aug.

12th

Mrs Sylvia Wright

Aug.

19th

Mr. Kenneth Lees-Wolfenden

Aug.

26th

T.B.A.

27

Useful Numbers
Mrs J Simmons (Heath)
365355
Mr D Truswell (New Hope)
883908
Mrs S Wolfenden (New Providence)
244402
Heath URC.
www.heathchurchhalifax.org.uk
Providence URC.
www.providencechurchovenden.org.uk
URC web site:
www.urc.org.uk
Yorkshire Synod
www.urcyorkshire.org.uk
Robert Brook (editor) robertbrook@sky.com 07811535832

September Deadline
All contribution need to be in by F����� A����� 10th
please. These can be either handed in to your church
reps or stop press direct to the editor at:
robertbrook@sky.com
Late submissions may not be inserted.
Thank you.
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