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EDITORIAL  

 
Another Spring is on its way to us, in the annual reminder that winter will 
not last for ever and new life will appear In the world.  It is a time of hope 
and joy, looking forward to warmer weather and spending more time out 
of doors. 
 
As always, we thank all who have contributed articles for this magazine 
and would encourage those of you who have not yet done so, to tell us of 
something that interests you or that has happened to you.  We are not 
expecting prose worthy of a Nobel prize winner. Just stories told from the 
heart.  Do speak to Gemma or Anne if you are hesitant about writing for 
print!   
 
Our Eco-group has made a good start, as you can see from the article on 
pages 14-16.  If you would like more information, or to volunteer to help in 
any way, please contact John at johnmseager@btinternet.com 
 
We gratefully acknowledge that the pictures on the cover and on pages 
5,7 and 22 are from Pixabay website and on page 7, 20 and 21 from 
Unsplash.. 
 
We wish all our readers a peaceful and joyful Easter. 
 

CHURCH CONTACT DETAILS 

 

Services are held on Sundays at 10.30 a.m.  We are always 
pleased to welcome visitors. 
 
Minister:  Rev Heather Pollard.  E-mail: ministerhalifaxgroup@gmail.com 
Or ring:  01422 248957 

 
Church Secretary:  Mrs Jane Simmons:  heathchurchhalifax@gmail.com  

 
Website: heathchurchhalifax.org.uk 
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Dear Friends, 

 

I’m writing this in the middle of Winter, on a 
dark, cold and wet January evening. I’m 
glad to be in the house, where it’s warm and 
dry, but I’m longing for lighter nights and 
better weather and wondering how long it 
will be before I’ll be glad to spend time 
outside again. In the garden there are signs 
of new life: the green shoots of crocus bulbs 
are bursting through the soil and they’ll soon 
be joined by daffodils. They serve as a 
reminder that Spring isn’t too far away and 
offer hope of better things to come. 
 

The seasons, with their unending cycle, have been with us almost since the 
moment of creation when the earth was set spinning and moving around the 
Sun. However, the change from one season to another has never been at an 
exact moment but rather a gradual merging from one to the next. 
 

There are seasons in the secular calendar and also in the Church calendar. 
We’re still in Winter, but the Church seasons of Advent and Christmas are in 
the past. Whilst we’ll have to wait until March for Spring, the season of Lent 
begins in February. The word “Lent” comes from the Old English word 
“lencten” meaning “spring-time”. Lent culminates with Easter Sunday (this 
year it’s early: 31st March) when we celebrate the ultimate example of new 
life; the resurrection of Jesus. 
 
We can also think of our lives in terms of seasons. Our younger days are the 
Springtime. All is new, with plenty of fresh experiences and excitement at 
what will come next as we look forward with anticipation. Summertime is when 
we’re reaching maturity and are full of life and energy. The Autumn comes 
and we begin to wilt a little, physically and mentally not as strong as we once 
were. Then there’s our Wintertime, when we feel more vulnerable and our 
days shorten. Even within this general pattern there can be fluctuations. 
Sometimes our health or our circumstances can make us feel that we’ve 
moved into the next season prematurely. At other times we may experience a 
fresh burst of Springtime or Summer after going through a difficult time. 
Circumstances come and go; situations change; we move on. 
 

Similarly, there are seasons in our spiritual lives. Sometimes it feels like 
Spring as we make many new discoveries about God and ourselves. There 
will be times of steady growth towards maturity, times when we’re struggling, 
and even cold wintry times when God seems far away or even absent. 
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In the third chapter of the Old Testament book of Ecclesiastes the writer 
says that there is a time for everything in life because God has made it so. 
“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under 
heaven”. He writes about the events of life, the happy and the sad, the 
easy and the difficult. His words are sometimes used at funerals, but they 
are really for every person, in every place, in every circumstance, because 
they offer hope and assurance that, despite everything, God is in control. 
 
There are many terrible things happening around the world, most of them 
caused by human ill-will or lack of thought. We could easily believe that it 
will never improve; that death and destruction will win in the end. As Good 
Friday approaches we’ll remember the injustice, pain, brokenness, 
sadness, disappointment and loss of hope when Jesus was nailed to the 
cross. For Jesus’ followers, it must have seemed that evil had triumphed. 
They had no idea that his death wasn’t the end. Three days later, on 
Easter Sunday morning, the sun rose, the tomb was empty and Jesus had 
risen. For his followers, the Wintertime of deep despair had passed and 
now it was Springtime; new life, excitement and overwhelming joy. Jesus, 
not evil, had triumphed. This was the ultimate victory of life and love. As 
we consider our own circumstances and the world situation, and as we 
think about the events of Jesus, life, cross and resurrection, let’s take 
comfort and renew our faith and hope. 
 
Whatever season of life you’re going through, and whatever spiritual 
season you find yourself in, be assured of God’s presence with you and 
his hand upon you. He will surprise and amaze us if we hold on to him and 
trust him. 
 

God bless, 
Heather 
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THE DAFFODILS 
 

I wandered lonely as a cloud 
That floats on high o’er vales and hills, 
When all at once I saw a crowd, 
A host, of golden daffodils; 
Beside the lake, beneath the trees, 
Fluttering and dancing in the breeze. 
 
Continuous as the stars that shine 
And twinkle on the milky way, 
They stretched in never-ending line 
Along the margin of a bay: 
Ten thousand saw I at a glance, 
Tossing their heads in sprightly dance. 
 
The waves beside them danced, but they 
Outdid the sparkling  waves in glee: 
A poet could not be but gay 
In such a jocund company:. 
I gazed—and gazed—but little thought 
What wealth the show to me had brought.. 
 
For oft, when on my couch I lie 
In vacant or in pensive mood, 
They flash upon that inward eye 
Which is the bliss of solitude; 
And then my heart with pleasure fills 
And dances with the daffodils. 

 
William Wordsworth 
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WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

 

(A WOMEN-LED, GLOBAL, ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT) 

‘I beg you, bear with one another in love.’ 

The Christian Women of Palestine are calling us to 
connect with the land from where Jesus came; 
where he was born, ministered and died – and 
from where our faith began and is rooted. Despite 
living in an area of the world where there is 
ongoing conflict and the future is uncertain, the 
women of Palestine are sharing with love a 

reminder that they are there, and they want to give hope to 
everyone. The theme of the service 2024, ‘bear with one another in 
love’, seems very appropriate for these women who will not give up 
witnessing the love of Jesus Christ. 

World Day of Prayer is an international, inter-church organisation led 
by women which enables us to hear the thoughts of those women 
from all parts of the world: their hopes, concerns, and prayers. The 
preparation for the day is vast. An international committee is based 
in New York and there are national committees in each participating 
country. Regional conferences meet to consider the service and 
then local groups make their plans. Finally, at a church near you on 
Friday 1 March 2024 people will gather to celebrate the service 
prepared by the women of Palestine. 

The Day of Prayer is celebrated in over 146 countries. It begins in 
Samoa and prayer in native languages travels throughout the world 
- through Asia, Africa, the Middle East, Europe and the Americas 
before finishing in American Samoa some 38 hours later. 

For further information and resources, together with details of 
services in your area, see the WDP website: wwdp.org.uk 

Wo 
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 A PRAYER FOR THE MIDDLE EAST 

 

God, hear our prayers for peace in the Middle East. 
May all people in the region be protected, safe from harm. 

We pray that this crisis will end now, with no further loss of life. 
God, may the injured and distressed know your healing presence. 

May the powerful and the decision-makers follow the paths of justice, 
mercy and peace. 

We pray for recognition of the dignity and value of every life. 
May the clamour of violence cease, 

Replaced by the beating of swords into ploughshares. 
God, in your name. 

Amen. 

IT WAS IN JANUARY…. 

700 years ago, on 8th Jan 1324 that Marco Polo died. This Venetian/Italian 
merchant, explorer and writer is best known for his book The Travels of Marco 

Polo, which detailed his travels along the Silk Road in Asia. 

200 years ago, on 8th Jan 1824 that Wilkie Collins, British novelist and 
playwright was born.  Best known for The Woman in White and The 

Moonstone, which is regarded as the first modern British detective novel. 
 
125 years ago, on 20th Jan 1899 that Clarice Cliff, British ceramic artist, was 
born. 

100 years ago, on 10th Jan 1924 that Columbia Pictures, the American film 
studio and production company, was established. 

Also 100 years ago, on 21st Jan 1924 that Vladimir Lenin, Russian Communist 
leader, died. He was the architect and first head of the Soviet Union. 

Also 100 years ago, on 22nd Jan 1924 that Ramsay MacDonald became 
Britain’s first Labour Prime Minister. 

60 years ago, on 11th Jan 1964 that the US Surgeon General published a 
report which concluded that cigarette smoking caused lung cancer and 
chronic bronchitis. This was the first official US government report on the 

health issues of smoking.  
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MOTHERING SUNDAY 

 

Since the 16th century, in the UK, Mothering Sunday has been held on the 
fourth Sunday in Lent, three weeks before Easter Sunday.  It was originally 
a day on which to honour and give thanks to the Virgin Mary, also known 
as Mother Mary, and it was expected that people would attend their 
‘Mother Church’ or main church, in their area. Lent is a penitential time 
and, although Sundays should never be treated as such, being the day on 
which Jesus rose from the grave, a mid-Lent celebration helped to relieve 
the pressure.  It was a time when families were reunited as children 
working away as servants or apprentices would return home for the day. 
 
By the Second World War, this tradition was dying out and the American 
feast of Mother’s Day gaining popularity, but still celebrated on the same 
day during Lent.  It became a time when we honour our own mothers, give 
thanks for their love and caring qualities and present them with gifts of 
flowers and chocolates, as well as cards. Of course, ‘mothering’ does not 
always or only come from our birth mother: sometimes grandmothers, 
aunts or foster parents take over the role, or even a neighbour in times of 
family troubles—anyone who cares for us when we are lonely or helpless, 
who gives us the support we need. 
 
Jesus showed his ‘mothering’ side when he said, “O Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, which kills the prophets and stones them that are sent to thee, 
how often would I have gathered thy children together, as a hen doth 
gather her brood under her wings, and ye would not!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Mothering Sunday, or Mothers’ Day, or whatever you want to call it, we 
celebrate much more than our own mothers.  We celebrate care, nurture, 
compassion and love, wherever we may find it.  

Victoria Custance 
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MY FAVOURITE CHARITY: WATER-AID 

 
 

According to google, there were 168,850 charities registered in England 
and Wales in March 2023. It seems everywhere we go, there are people 
collecting for charities - even sometimes calling at our front doors. And 
they all seem very worthy charities, ranging from helping people with 
addictions, to helping people with dementia, curing cancer and helping 
people who don’t have access to basics such as water and sanitation. 
 
Jesus encourages us to give to the poor in Luke 12 v33, echoing the 
instructions of Moses in Deuteronomy 15, and many references to giving 
to the poor can be found elsewhere. 
 
But as much as we would like to, not many of us are in a position where 
we can support them all! It was because of this, I gave it some serious 
consideration some years ago, and thought about which key charities 
delivered the best value for money. My conclusion was that the most basic 
need is to have clean water, and the charity that seemed to be focussing 
on getting clean water for everyone as their prime objective was WaterAid. 
I have now been supporting them through monthly contributions for over 
35 years. I’m pleased to be able to say that I have contributed to helping 
the 28 million people that WaterAid has provided clean water for since 
they were established in 1981. 

 
You may well have often seen WaterAid stands at 
events, or received a WaterAid leaflet with your annual 
water bill, because I am pleased to say that this charity 
is supported by big business as well as many 
individuals. 
 
But the challenge is still enormous! There are still 771 
million people living without clean water, and 1.7 billion 
who don’t have a decent toilet. 
 
So if you haven’t reviewed your giving recently, 
consider which charities you support, and please take a 
look at WaterAid. I believe they are doing good work 
and I am pleased to be one of their supporters. 
 

Alan Kendall 
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THE CROSSLEY LEGACY 

 

As we look around Halifax, we can see many buildings whose presence 
and fine architecture are due to the benevolence of past townsmen. Many 
of them are a reminder of the Crossley family, whose huge mills at Dean 
Clough in their heyday provided work for some 4,000 people. When John 
Crossley first started his business there, the work was carried out in a 
small way, but his hard work and persistence and the help of his three 
sons soon built it up into the premier carpet manufacturing business in the 
world. 

 

Frank, John and Joseph made a fortune but they were not the type to keep 
their good fortune to themselves and they soon began to build for the town 
and its people. Frank, later Sir Francis, built his large chateau-style 
mansion at Belle Vue in Hopwood Lane and, after a visit to the U.S.A., he 
was so impressed with the outstanding scenery that, on returning to 
Halifax, he determined to provide a park of great beauty in which Halifax 
people could relax after their hard work. The result was The People's Park, 
which was designed by Sir Joseph Paxton, on land just across the road 
from Belle Vue and which was opened in 1857. It was carefully 
landscaped to include a serpentine and a fountain, a bandstand and a 
terrace bearing eight classical statues of Carrara marble and a handsome 
pavilion. On Margaret Street, along the east side of Belle Vue, Crossley 
built a pleasant row of almshouses - further evidence of his desire to help 
his fellow townspeople. 

 

The fine almshouses on Arden Road, now known as the Crossley Homes, 
were built by Frank and Joseph Crossley in the 1860s and the typical 
Victorian Gothic architecture bears the family coat-of-arms on the front. In 
1864, the Crossley Orphanage was built by the three brothers and gave a 
good education to many orphans of Halifax before it was adapted as a 
school and named the Crossley & Porter School, Thomas Porter's name 
being added after he made a donation of £50,000 to the foundation. 

 

In the town centre, the Crossley brothers built the fine street known as 
Crossley Street, which runs from Waterhouse Street down past the Town 
Hall to Northgate. Some fine buildings stand there, including The 
Marlborough Hall and Crossley House, and, of course, The White Swan 
Hotel was built here on Princess Street after moving from the smaller 
coaching inn in Crown Street. Several local churches owe their existence 
to the Crossleys, including Square Church, where Frank Crossley paid 
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£1,150 for the building of the spire; and Park Congregational Church and 
Heath Congregational Church both benefited from Crossley finance. 

 

John Crossley built the mansion at Manor Heath, including extensive land 
in the estate and it was here that he entertained the Prince of Wales (later 
Edward VII) to lunch when the Town Hall was officially opened. Halifax 
Town Hall, built in Crossley Street in 1863 and designed by the architect 
Sir Charles Barry (who also designed the Houses of Parliament), was 
largely due to the work of John Crossley who was Mayor at the time, and it 
remains a fine example of the architecture of the period. John was also 
responsible for the building of West Hill Park, between Gibbet Street and 
Hanson Lane, which was a splendid housing development of the day and 
comparable to those of Colonel Edward Ackroyd at Akroyden and Copley.  

 

Successive members of the family also left their mark. Frank’s son Savile 
Brinton Crossley gave the money for the Crossley Ward at the Royal 
Halifax  Infirmary and served as President in1896: Edward Crossley built 
Bermerside House where he carried on his interest in astronomy and built 
the largest reflecting telescope in the world, housing it in his specially-built 
observatory. Louis John Crossley was interested in scientific matters and 
built an early form of electric tramway in his grounds at Moorside in 
Skircoat. 

 

For all these benefits the town has cause to be grateful to the Crossley 
family and it all really stemmed from their mother, Martha, wife of John 
Crossley, who, when they first came to the rudimentary Dean Clough Mill, 
said, 'If the Lord does bless us at this place, the poor shall taste of it.' This 
was a vow which her three sons carried out to the letter. 

Derek Bridge 
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YOU ENGLISH WORDS 
 

I know you: You are light as dreams, Tough as oak, Precious as gold, As 
poppies and corn, Or an old cloak..... (Edward Thomas) 
 

I love language. For me it is one of the greatest gifts God has given us. I love 
that it has 'moods', and 'voices' that can be ''active' or 'passive'. I love the 
grammatical mechanisms that make it work (hands up if you know what a 
'noun clause in apposition' is - but you use them all the time). I love it that 
words can create whole new worlds, like Tolkien's Middle Earth or Aldous 
Huxley's Brave New World. In fact in the first chapter of Genesis God created 
this whole universe by words ' And God said, 'Let there be....' 
 

Many people are blessed with a talent for communicating through music, 
painting, dance or another art form. Others of us do not have the gift, or a 
latent ability has not been nurtured. But words belong to us all. We are 
surrounded by words from the delivery room (if not before) to the deathbed - 
more so in the last hundred and some years, with radio, telephone, television 
and computers as well as books pouring words out twenty-four hours a day. 
First we learn to interpret tones of voice, then to understand meanings, then to 
speak, then for most of us, to read and write. Words can be thoroughbreds, 
producing poetry and great literature, or workhorses, to write a shopping list, 
order a coffee in a cafe: or somewhere between the two, for a letter to a friend 
or an exchange of ideas. Written speech destroys time and space as we sit in 
our own home, in our own time, and read the words of poets, prophets, 
philosophers from the early days of civilisation, telling us of their efforts to 
understand the world they lived in. Words can produce great ideas, plans or 
discoveries or can be used to explore those questions that at one time or 
another occur to all human beings - what are we here for? what is the 
meaning of life? Who am I? What makes me, me? Words are riches, given 
freely to us all. 
 

Words can tell stories, can tell jokes, can laugh and weep. Learning a foreign 
language can shed new light upon our own, making us think more deeply 
about what we are trying to say so that we can interpret it in another form of 
words: languages show us how different nationalities think, what is important 
to them, how ideas have developed. The Greek word 'logos' means both 
'word' and 'reasoning' because they realised that you cannot reason without 
words. English is an amazing language which can use words to be 
deliberately ambiguous or as exact as a surgeon's scalpel: words can conjure 
up a lowering sky or a sunlit morning. 

Languages grow and shrink as new words are coined and old ones jettisoned 
when their usefulness has passed by. Different parts of the country use 
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different words for the same thing - in N. Yorkshire I frequently heard the word 
‘gilet’ (with a hard ‘g’ and ‘t’) for a waistcoat, ‘gigot’ for a leg of lamb and 
'buffet' for a stool - all straight from the French which would have been spoken 
widely by the aristocracy in times gone by but these are usages which I 
haven't come across anywhere else in Britain. Modern technology has piled 
new words upon us and nouns have been turned into verbs - 'he will expect to 
podium' meaning to receive a medal. Purists fulminate against these usages, 
and in France there is even an Academy which was set up to protect the 
French language from foreign imports, though that doesn't stop the French 
using 'le weekend', 'le sport', and many others in their daily speech. It is a 
losing battle: people will coin new words or borrow what they need that fit their 
mood and their context and no professor of linguistics has a hope of stopping 
them. English, on the other hand, is an insatiable language, taking from 
whatever source words that look as if they will be useful. We have 'bungalow' 
from Gujerati and 'jodhpurs' also from India: our days of the week mostly 
honour the Norse gods, our months of the year mainly come from the 
Romans, other words come from the Greek, or, like 'television', a mixture of 
Greek and Latin in the same word. The names of our numbers are lost in the 
mists of time but the word zero comes from Sanskrit through Arabic and Latin. 
The French may have an Academy to try and keep their language pure but we 
revel in our mongrel heritage which has given us a language that is, indeed, 
tough as oak and light as dreams. 

So language is like a river with cataracts of words pouring down endlessly day 
and night, changing mood, changing voice, here actively rushing forwards, there 
peacefully and passively glittering in the sun in a sheltered bend. There is colour 
and music, poetry and prose: there are brief telegrammatic (and there's a word for 
you!) communications which still make perfect sense, there are long-winded 
discourses that seem as if they will never end and go round and round the point 
like a serpent eating its tail, without really saying anything. We can pile word upon 
word, adjective upon adjective, we can draw detailed pictures and we can produce 
meaningful nonsense as Lewis Carroll did. (What is a jabberwocky? Or a slithy 
tove?) We can make magic happen ('One ring to rule them all/ And in the 
darkness find them') or we can write the dullest diary entry: 'More rain. Went to 
bed early.' We can, like Walter de la Mare, write a poem (The Listeners) that 
encourages the reader to make up his own story about what was going on, we 
can let our thoughts flit around like a butterfly, settling here and there - and words 
will never let us down. They are at our beck and call at any time of day or night, 
they never grow tired, they never have tantrums, they never misbehave (well, 
hardly ever!). Without words, God would be an ache and a longing within us that 
we could not identify, and how would we ever tell the doctor where the pain is? 

 

I love you, English words, French words, German words ......... Our lives would be 
so very much the poorer without you! 

Gemma Wassell 
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HEATH ECO-CHURCH: A NEWS UPDATE…. 

 

Nobody can be unaware by now how vital it is to tackle the causes of 

climate change. We at Heath Church care about the beautiful world God 

created, and we have decided to take action to reduce our carbon 

footprint. Led by our campaigning secretary and others, we are truly on 

this journey, following up various early steps like replacing bulbs with LED 

lights and recycling paper. Here are some news snippets about what we 

have done and what will come next….. 

 

The United Reformed Church has long encouraged churches to “tread 
lightly on the Earth”, lowering our carbon footprint. The title “Eco Church” 
began as a project in line with the Christian charity A Rocha UK  and in 
partnership with others internationally, offering an environmental award 
scheme for churches in England and Wales. Actions we take will count 
towards a prestigious Eco Church Award at Bronze, Silver or Gold level. 
The A Rocha vision is for all denominations to care for creation as an 
integral part of loving our worldwide neighbours and following God 
faithfully. As you may have read in the December 2022 issue of this 
magazine, Heath URC has already gained the Silver Award and now aims 
for Gold! 

As an Eco Church, for example, we: made the heating and lighting 
systems less wasteful; twinned all our toilets, donating £60 for each to 
develop toilets in Africa; are twinning our taps via after-worship coffee 
donations, also at £60 each; and have adopted our Heath URC 
Environmental Policy. 

As our Environmental Policy states:  we, the members of Heath Church, 
recognise our God-given responsibility to care for his creation and to 
respond to the command of Jesus to love others as we love ourselves, 
developing our approach to environmental issues as outlined in the policy. 
We acknowledge the complexities involved in making decisions in this 
area both in our individual lives and as a church. The differences we can 
make may be small, and changes take time. However, as we commit to 
follow Jesus, to care for our environment and to recognise that our actions 
impact on other people, we will consider environmental issues as a factor 
in our stewardship of church resources, our mission, worship, prayer, 
education and training. 
 
The Policy has an action plan and we have set up an Eco Group of 



15 

1.Lead our programme and be a nuisance on a regular basis. 

2.Promote sustainability to all building users. 

3.Audit environmental and energy use, and both plan and act to   

ensure we tackle issues. 

4.Work with our communities, local and worldwide, to get involved in 

environmental and justice issues and campaigns. 

5.Use our magazine and other forums to inform the local community 

and hirers of what we are doing. 

6.Reduce our greenhouse gas emissions e.g. continue using 

renewable sources of power, encourage its economical use, keep solar 

power in mind, move from gas to electricity. 

7.Health warning – or, are you sitting comfortably?! Encourage 

members to: walk, cycle, use public transport or car-share wherever 

possible; reduce material consumption and waste; repair/reuse/reduce/

recycle in our church and personal lives; buy locally-produced, 

seasonal food, Fairtrade food/ingredients; avoid goods containing palm 

oil; swap imported or intensively-farmed red meat for smaller amounts 

of high welfare, local/UK meat; and cater for vegetarians and vegans. 

8.(There’s more, folks!) Encourage a lower-carbon-footprint attitude in 

our personal lives and at church. E.g. print less and use emails, avoid 

high-impact cleaning materials, encourage members and users to 

reduce, or completely cut out, single-use plastics and disposable “stuff” 

from our lives. Wow! 

9.In our Community Garden, started in 2023, we have a Garden Group 

of folk from church and community to run, enjoy and develop it. (More 

news in the next issue. Ed.) 
 

Whether or not we are able to achieve the Gold Award, we will 

continue to embed care for creation into our worship and actions. This 

policy was adopted at the Church Meeting. 

 
Future action decisions and ideas include: 

1. Cycle racks are worth 10 Gold Award points.  However, we feel that 
demand may be very small and that our railings, both on Manor Drive and 
Free School Lane, are suitable, and work well for supporting and securing 
bikes. 

2. A formal, written management plan for Heath’s land will be drawn up. 
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3.  Wildlife feeding stations all year round (10 GW points). The challenge is 
that they need regular cleaning and re-stocking by a volunteer. A pole 
stand for bird feeders has been donated. 

4.  It has been suggested that we could make an area for native wild 
flowers (10 GA points) on the Free School Lane frontage. 

5. A pond or small bog/wetland, simply a small recycled container, to 
encourage insect and bird life. 

6. More bird boxes and bug hotels, maybe built by our Beavers or Cubs 
groups, or by local volunteers. 

7. Compost bays, mainly for garden waste, made from pallets (5 Gold 
Award points) will be placed at the rear of the hall 

8. A light church lunch using home-grown produce from Heath and other 
local gardens/allotments. 

GOOD FRIDAY TRADITIONS 
 

There are many traditions around the world which are associated with 
Good Friday.  Many, unsurprisingly, centre around the church: towns and 
villages will often see a Walk of Witness as Christian people of many 
denominations come together to 
walk the streets behind a large 
wooden cross as a visible sign of our 
common faith in the saving power of 
Jesus Christ. In this way, our faith is 
out in the streets, visible to all. 
 
Fasting is another Good Friday 
tradition, but if you want to eat, have 
a Hot Cross Bun. Now we can buy 
these buns in many different flavours  

John Seagar 
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and throughout the year but traditionally, and as recently certainly as the 
1960s, they were only available in their basic form and on Good Friday, 
when the bakers opened for a few short hours to sell them, freshly made.. 
The cross on top, the spices representing the burial spices, the raisins 
representing the body in the tomb, all remind us of the crucifixion while the 
sweet bread and risen yeast dough represent the resurrection.  
 

Another old tradition states that potato planting should be either started or 
finished on this day for a successful crop. When in the 16th century the 
potato was introduced into Europe from Peru, UK and Irish protestants 
would not eat them as they were not mentioned in the Bible.  However, in 
Ireland the Catholics decided that it was acceptable if the seed potatoes 
were sprinkled with holy water (‘baptised’) and planted on Good Friday. 
 

Also in Ireland, folklore connects the swallow, the heron and the robin with 
Good Friday. When Christ was dying on the Cross, it is said that a swallow 
flew past and in sympathy cried, "Give him a drink, give him a drink!" 
Since then, swallows have lived in endless summer. Their arrival in Ireland 
in mid-April announces the season. When the Irish summer is over, the 
swallows migrate to a country whose summer is about to begin. 

The second bird to fly over the Cross was a heron. It was heard to say: 
"Give him strength to endure his pain." As a result, the heron was granted 
no enemies. 

The little robin came to the Cross, and, when he tried to extract the thorns 
from the crown of thorns, Christ's blood soaked into its breast feathers. 
Ever since that day the robin's breast has been red. People used to 
believe the robin would eat nothing until noon on Good Friday. 

In Bermuda, many locals fly kites 
on this day, to symbolise Jesus’ 
ascension into heaven, reflecting 
Jesus’ assurance to the thief on his 
right that he would ‘be in Paradise’ 
that day. 

There are numerous ways of 
celebrating important days in the 
church calendar: what matters 
most is what is in our hearts. 



18 

THE MAIDSERVANT 

 

On the night when they arrested Jesus 
There was no rest in the house of the High Priest. 
People coming and going from early evening 
Till dawn the next day. 
We servants made a fire in the courtyard to keep ourselves warm. 
I saw them bring him in, hands bound behind him. 
Weary, he was, and quiet 
But he looked up and his eyes bored into mine. 
I had the feeling that he knew all about me, 
I had a feeling of being loved and protected: 
But how could he love me whom he didn’t know and how 
Could he, a prisoner, protect me, 
A servant whom no-one notices? 
But there was something about him 
That made me want to know more. 
A big burly man came up to our fire. 
I recognised him immediately as one of the group 
That used to follow Jesus around in Jerusalem. 
‘You knew him’, I said, ‘what is… 
But he cut me short. 
‘Leave me alone,’ he said, ‘I don’t know him’. 
Later, someone else asked him, 
‘You’re a Galilean. Don’t you know him?’ 
‘No’, he shouted, ‘he’s nothing to do with me.’ 
The cock crowed then and Jesus looked in our direction. 
There is something special about the man called Jesus, 
But how can I find out what it is 
If his own people won’t tell me?  

Anne Stephens 
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A VISIT TO THE HOLY LAND 

Part Two 

 
For the second week, we travelled up to the Sea of Galilee which our room 
overlooked. We visited Capernaum and saw the foundations of a two-
thousand-year-old house believed to have been the home of Peter’s 
mother. A church had been cleverly built on stilts over it so as not to 
damage the old structure. We also saw a two-thousand-year-old fishing 
boat carefully removed from the Sea of Galilee and preserved, which 
might have been used by Peter and his fisherman friends. We sailed on 
the sea where we prayed and sang and on our return we were each 
presented with a certificate which stated that “(Name) had sailed on a 
replica of the Jesus boat”! 
 

Churches built on sites we visited and recorded in the NT were: 1) The 
Church of the Beatitudes (Sermon on the Mount): 2) The Church of the 
Multiplication of the Loaves and Fishes 3) The Church near the beach 
where Jesus walked on the water after his resurrection and 4) The 
Wedding Church in Cana where Jesus performed his first miracle – turning 
water into wine. A special outing was to Nazareth where a site had been 
created to resemble life there in Jesus’ day including forms of farming, 
manual occupations and a synagogue. We also had lunch in a Nazarene 
house consisting of soup, chicken and salad followed by apples and dates, 
as Jesus would have eaten. One afternoon, we were taken up the Golan 
Heights, the scene of so much unrest. On the approach road, we could 
see soldiers on the top with guns pointed ready for an attack but these 
turned out to be tin silhouettes. 
 

Our final stop was at the baptismal site of Yardenit where those who 
wished could be baptised in the River Jordan. I decided that, as my 
original baptism had been as a baby, where I had no say in the matter, I 
would choose to be baptised in this special place. I walked down steps into 
the river, prayers were said over me and then I was tipped backwards 
under the water (the minister told me when to hold my nose). I have all this 
on the DVD which they record and sell back to you at an exorbitant price 
but it is a once in a lifetime experience so…………. 
 

Our last night was spent in Tel Aviv which turned into a party as it was my 
birthday next day. We flew home and my son surprised me by picking us 
up at Luton Airport to drive us back to Bradford. A wonderful, never-to-be-
forgotten experience. 

Dorothy Edmondson 
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EASTER LILIES 

Many types of flowers are used in churches, but during Easter, there is 
one that is especially loved: the Easter Lily. It is a tall, stately flower topped 
by large, graceful, white trumpet-shaped blooms. 

 

While commercial bulb production of Easter lilies only began in the 19th 
century, Easter lilies make many appearances in both the Old and New 
Testaments, emphasising the flower’s importance to Christianity. King 
Solomon spoke of them, and Christ referenced them, too. 

 

These strikingly beautiful flowers are highly perfumed, with the central sta-
mens covered in bright yellow or orange pollen. Unfortunately, the pollen 
can be a hazard, as it can permanently stain cloth due to chemicals it con-
tains! For this reason, good florists and especially church flower arrangers 
will remove all the stamens before bringing them anywhere near church 
fabrics, or near to where ministers wearing white might brush against 
them. 

 

It’s thought that Easter lilies came to symbolise Christ because they em-
body purity – the trumpet-shaped blooms recall the horns that heralded the 
resurrection of Christ. This is also why lilies are identified with the Virgin 
Mary, and in artworks depicting the Annunciation to the Virgin they are of-
ten found in the angel Gabriel’s hand. 

 

The second reason that Easter lilies represent Christ is because of their 
life cycle. Each one grows from a bulb that for several years has lain qui-
etly beneath the earth, before growing tall and stately, and blossoming into 
magnificent flowers. What a picture of Jesus’ life and resurrection! 

 

Have a look around the church over Easter. Daffodils and Easter lilies are 
often displayed, because they are the first flowers of spring, when Nature 
is being reborn. Their life after the death of winter reminds us of the Resur-
rection. For we cannot imagine the death and the passion of Christ without 
having in mind the empty tomb, radiating hope. Christ’s death has no 
meaning without His Resurrection. 

 
Source unknown 
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LORD LIEUTENANTS & THEIR AIDES 
 

 

The Lord Lieutenant of a county or area is appointed by The King and is 
His Majesty's representative in that place. Yorkshire is the largest county 
and is subdivided into East / West /South /North, each with its own LL. 
Responsibilities include: making the arrangements for Royal visits to the 
county and for hosting those visits; representing the Monarch at a wide 
range of events across West Yorkshire; presenting British Empire Medals 
and other awards; Citizenship Ceremonies; advising on submissions for 
honours nominations; submitting nominations for Royal Garden Parties; 
and maintaining close links with our regional armed forces. The Lord 
Lieutenant is assisted by the Vice Lord-Lieutenant, the Clerk to the 
Lieutenancy and a team of Deputy Lieutenants. The number of Deputy 
Lieutenants (DLs ) is determined by the population size of each area. 
 

The West Yorkshire Lieutenancy is keen to promote and support the many 
civic, faith, voluntary, social and business organisations and activities 
across our area. 
 

Here in West Yorkshire, there are 5 areas: Leeds, Kirklees, Wakefield, 
Bradford and Calderdale. In Calderdale there are 6 active DLs and I am on 
the supplementary list. 
 

You are a DL for life as long as you live in the county. At age 75 you go on 
to the supplementary list (retirement). You can be called for active duty as 
required by the Lord Lieutenant, such as on Remembrance days to lay 
wreaths at cenotaphs, and welcoming new citizens to the UK . 
 

Becoming a DL over 20 years ago has been the greatest privilege of my 
life , with so many memorable, magical and humbling moments. 
 

Chris Harris DL 

Calderdale West Yorkshire 
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MAGAZINE DEADLINE 

 

Please ensure that all contributions for the April/May issue of Heath Lives are 
received by the editor before  

9a.m.  on Friday 8th March 2024 
We welcome all contributions but publication is not guaranteed. 

Send to:  garnetnr@outlook.com  
or hand to Gemma or to Anne Boyd 

 
Please note that inclusion of an article does not necessarily mean that the 

Editors agree with the sentiments expressed. 

MARCH SNOW 

 

Slow flakes drift across 

paving and gravel, 
crown the fence against 
a sandstone backcloth; soon 

all steps and angles seem 

smoothed into slopes and mounds, 
the garden's outline lost 
but for a white-capped bush; 
in this stark time 

of frozen hands and toes, 
muted voices, muffled faces, 
tense, unsteady paces, 
I am at odds with snow 

and cold and life in March. 
 

Michael Collins 

DOMINO 
 

 
Laugh, clown, new Rigoletto 
With jester’s smile and jagged heart. 
Dance, fool, poor painted Pierrot 
With merry mouth and mangled soul; 
Feigned funny man, the well-beloved 
For lacquered lips and flippant fun. 
Hide your hump, bruised, broken cripple. 
 
Or they will turn on you 
In scorn. 
 

Merle Wilson 
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ACTIVITIES IN HEATH CHURCH 
 

 

On the third Tuesday of each month at 10.30 a.m., a Coffee Morning is 
held in the Lounge (using the Manor Drive entrance).  Everyone welcome. 
 
On the second Thursday of each month in the evening, we hold meetings 
of the Thursday Club at 7.30 p.m. in the lounge..  We welcome new 
members. 
 

Jason Whitaker Boxing Fitness.  
Boxing padwork sessions available for all fitness levels and abilities 
including group classes,1-to-1s and 2-to-1s.  
FB: Jasonwhitakerboxingfitness  
Tel:07929372498 
 

Kim’s Dance and Movement: 
 
Tuesdays 10am - Adult Beginners’ Tap Class. Suitable for complete 
beginners or a little bit of tap experience in the past and needing a basic 
recap. 
 
Tuesdays 11am - Adult Intermediate Tap Class. Anyone from 18-80 with 
previous knowledge or experience in tap dancing. Fun class.  
 
Thursdays 11am - Move & Groove Dance fitness. Over 18’s Aerobic-style 
fitness class. A nice feel-good class with a mixture of songs/routines 
including salsa and Cha-cha. All abilities as you can take it at your own 
pace. 
 
Contact Kim on 07747 867706 or Facebook @kimsmoveandgroove 

 

*Move to Improve* standing and seated exercise 
classes with Heidi. 
Help Improve your balance and posture, and 
strengthen muscle & bone plus improve your overall 
fitness. 
Wednesday 2pm Back to Basics Gentle keep fit.  
Friday Gentle keep fit 10am & 11.10am. 
Please contact Heidi  07791869594 
Email heidimolle@googlemail.com  
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For further details, see page 23 
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Regular bookings at Heath United Reformed Church  
All activities and hire times are subject to change.  
TT = Term time     S= Seasonal   V = Variable O = Occasional  

Day User Time Location 

 Monday Janet’s Eazi Dance 2-3 Hall 

Steph’s Comm. Choir 2-3 Upstairs 

Kim’s music lessons 4-5.30 TT  V Upstairs 

Laurie’s music lessons 4-5 TT  V Lounge 

Beavers 6-7 Lounge /Hall 

Cubs 6.30-8 Hall 

Halifax Philatelic society 7.30-9 (2nd Mon.) Lounge 

Halifax Symphony  

Orchestra 

7-9.30 S  roy-biggs 

@halifaxorchestra.org 

Upstairs 

Tuesday Kim’s dance class 10-12            Hall 

Community Coffee Club 10.30-12 (3rd Tues.) Lounge 

Yvonne’s Tai Chi 12.45-3.45 Hall 

Kim’s music lessons 4-8 TT  V Upstairs 

Scout District Meetings 7.30 – 9.30  V Lounge 

Wednesday Kim’s music lessons  10-12 TT  V Upstairs 

Heidi’s cardiac rehab 2-3                Hall 

Thursday Kim’s dance class 11-12            Hall 

Thursday Club 7.30-9 (2nd Thurs) Lounge/visit 

Friday Sign and Sing 9.45-12.45 TT Lounge 

Heidi’s cardiac rehab 10-12            Hall 

Kim’s music lessons 4-5.30  TT  V Upstairs 

Janet’s Eazi Tap 6-7 Hall 

Scouts & Explorers 7.30-9 Hall /Lounge 

Saturday Kim’s music lessons 9-11 TT  V Upstairs 

Calderdale Chess League 2-7 O    07504 598590 Hall 

Sunday Heath’s Worship 10:30-11:30 Upstairs 

Northern Lights 

(independent church, not 

linked to Heath) 

2.30-6          

07970 256243 

Hall/Lounge 

Variable Jason’s 1:1 Boxing skills V                   Meeting Rm 2 


